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A puzzle is easier if you know 

what it’s supposed to look like



Where do you start if you 

don’t know what the finished 

puzzle looks like?



Baby Steps

Start with a 50 piece puzzle…  

Don’t jump right to the 3D castle

Understanding the big picture
• What does the student know about college credits?

• What is the motivation for what the student wants to 

accomplish?

• Does the student know what they want to accomplish?

• What are the pro’s and con’s of the students goal?



What does a degree plan look like?

• The degree plan is 

the puzzle.

• What does every 

puzzle have in 

common?

• Does every puzzle 

share the same 

pieces? 

• How do you transfer 

pieces from one 

puzzle to another?

• What happens to the 

pieces that don’t fit?



Let’s talk about You!

Audience Poll
Totally unscientific but a great illustration about long term goals



Join the Group Poll

online 

PollEv.com/marystephens845

Or

Send a text to 37607

Text the word MARYSTEPHENS845



Question 1

When you were 16, 

were you sure about your career choice?

A:  Yes

B:  No

Respond online to PollEv.com/marystephens845

Or

Text MARYSTEPHENS845 to 37607



Question 2

How many times did you change your major?

A:  0

B:  1

C:  2

D:  3+

Respond online to PollEv.com/marystephens845

Or

Text MARYSTEPHENS845 to 37607



Question 3

Did you take any classes in college that 

DID NOT apply to your major?

A:  Yes

B:  No

Respond online to PollEv.com/marystephens845

Or

Text MARYSTEPHENS845 to 37607



Question 4

Are you currently working in the field of your 

college major?

A:  Yes

B:  No

Respond online to PollEv.com/marystephens845

Or

Text MARYSTEPHENS845 to 37607



Question 5

What is your college major? (Undergrad)

Respond online to PollEv.com/marystephens845

Or

Text MARYSTEPHENS845 to 37607



Information Overload

Let’s be real:  It’s overwhelming!
If it’s too hard to understand, it’s easy to get frustrated!  

Give your students tools for success.

• Worksheets

• Good Website

• Frequent Meetings

• Spiral of Knowledge



How do the pieces fit?

Find a way to illustrate it

• It doesn’t all happen in the first appointment.

• In college, puzzles change ALL. THE. TIME.

• Prepare students for obstacles

• Scheduling

• Changes in course offerings

• Challenging classes

• Realistic homework loads

• Advising is teaching.  Teach students along the 

way so they can figure things out without your help.



First Advisor Meeting

The fire hose appointment
• Lots and lots of information.

• Students aren’t always ready to talk, parents chime in 

a lot.  Be prepared for parental involvement.

• Show how to navigate your website.

• Logistics…talk about the “how to.”  

• i.e. What is the difference between admissions & registration

• Encourage follow-up appointments.

• Remind them it’s ok to adjust the goal.

• Handouts to take home

• Academic plan

• Credit planner (i.e. UVU GE Planner)



Follow-Up Advisor Meetings

Clarify & Refine the End Goal:  “the why”
• Students are more ready to talk, parents interrupt less.

• Ask the student about their future.  Give them time to talk.

• SHOW the student how their credits apply!

• Encourage follow-up appointments.  

• Refer them to college major advisors and/or college tours

• Remind them it’s OK to adjust the goal.

• Handouts to take home

• Updated Academic plan

• Credit planner (i.e. UVU GE Planner)

• Handouts mean more to them now!



The End of high school

is just the Beginning. Are you ready?

Help students see how Concurrent Enrollment 

experiences in high school prepare them for the future.

• Nothing replaces personal experience.

• Quality advisement helps students:

• feel confident about their academic decisions

• understand how to navigate pathways

• be ready for more individual responsibility

• feel like they had a voice in their academic choices

• feel prepared to handle                                             
unintended consequences




