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The majority of states are holding high schools accountable for 
graduating students prepared for postsecondary opportunities.

Since the passage of the 
Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) in 2015, 37
states (including DC) have 
incorporated college and 
career readiness indicators 
into their school 
accountability systems.

Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring
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However, states are relying mostly on proxy measures and 
measuring students’ readiness in varied ways.

• Most of the readiness measures states use are proxy measures meant to 
predict successful postsecondary outcomes, as opposed to the actual
outcome data.

• Concurrent enrollment is one of the most used readiness measures: 35 out of the 37 states 
consider concurrent enrollment in their indicators.

• 4 states consider actual postsecondary outcome data

Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring

• States measure college and career readiness in wildly different ways.

• Idaho: participate in dual credit courses (full, partial, and no credit are all counted as participation)

• South Dakota: complete a dual credit course with a C or better

• South Carolina: complete 6 hours of dual credit in English, Social Studies, Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math with a C or better

all4ed.org/undermeasuring


I compared statewide readiness rates with college enrollment 
and remediation rates for recent high school completers.

Readiness data: 50 states and DC

• In 16 states (including DC), our data relied exclusively on ACT/SAT performance.

• In 27 of the remaining 35 states, our data included concurrent enrollment 
alongside other readiness measures.

Postsecondary enrollment data: 50 states and DC

• New Mexico and New York did not report college-going rates for recent high school 
graduates at the state level. I used estimates from the Current Population Survey 
School Enrollment Supplement.

Remediation data: 28 states

Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring
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Finding 1: Across the country, statewide college and career readiness rates varied 
more than postsecondary enrollment and remediation rates.

Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring
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Finding 2: Black and Latinx students were less likely to be considered ready for 
postsecondary experiences than White students.

Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring
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In 34 states (including 
DC), the percentage of 
high school completers 
deemed college and 
career ready in our data 
set was lower than the 
percentage of those 
who ultimately enrolled 
in college.

Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring

Finding 3: Many states’ readiness rates were undermeasuring students’ 
postsecondary potential.

all4ed.org/undermeasuring


In 25 of the 28 states 
where remediation data 
was available, the 
percentage of high school 
completers deemed ready 
in our data set was lower
than the percentage of 
those who bypassed 
remedial coursework.

Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring

Finding 3: Many states’ readiness rates were undermeasuring students’ 
postsecondary potential.
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Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring

Finding 4: The undermeasuring phenomenon was more severe in states where 
our readiness data relied exclusively on college entrance exams.
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Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring

Finding 5: Readiness measures were more likely to undermeasure Black and 
Latinx students’ ability to enroll in college, compared to their White peers.
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Data Reporting

Recommendation 1: 
States should report the 
percentage of students 
achieving each readiness 
measure, in addition to 
an overall readiness rate.

Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring
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Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring

Recommendation 2: States should break down readiness data for all student 
groups as required by ESSA.
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Recommendation 3: 
States should break 
down postsecondary 
enrollment data by 
type of institution.
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Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring

Recommendation 4: 
States should report data 
related to student 
success in postsecondary 
education, including 
remediation rates.
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ESSA Accountability

• All states should include at least one college and career readiness 
indicator for school accountability

• States should consider multiple readiness measures, as opposed to 
relying on a single option.

• States should include actual postsecondary outcomes as part of their 
college and career readiness indicators.

Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring
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Learn more at all4ed.org/undermeasuring

Student Result Points

HS Diploma plus Associates Degree 160

HS Diploma plus
(a) AP score of 3 or higher, IB Score of 4 or higher, or CLEP score of 50 or higher
OR
(b) Advanced statewide Jump Start credential
*Students achieving both (a) and (b) will generate 160 points.

150

HS Diploma plus
(a) At least one passing course grade for TOPS core curriculum credit of the following type: AP**, college credit, dual enrollment, 
or IB**
OR
(b) Basic statewide Jump Start credential
*Students achieving both (a) and (b) will generate 115 points.
**Students must take the AP/IB exam and pass the course to earn 110 points.

110

Four-year graduate (includes Career Diploma student with a regional Jump Start credential) 100

Five-year graduate with any diploma
*Five-year graduates who earn an AP score of 3 or higher, an IB score of 4 or higher, a CLEP score of 50 or higher, or an Advanced 
statewide Jump Start credential will generate 140 points. Five-year graduates who earn an Associate's Degree will generate 150 
points.

75

Six-year graduate with any diploma 50

HiSET plus Jump Start credential 40

HiSET 25

Non-graduate without HiSET 0

Louisiana: Strength of Diploma Index
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